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LEXICOGRAPHY

LANGUAGE FLUENCY

 know and use 20 vowels, 24 consonants and 300 
ways of combining them

 have an active vocabulary of up to 50,000 w. 
plus a passive vocabulary of an additional 25,000

 understand at least 1000 grammatical aspects of 

sentence and word formation

 master hundreds of prosodic features (pitch, 

speed, loudness etc.)

 ??# of rules for combining sentences in spoken 

discourse

 ??# of strategies for bending all these rules for 
specific rhetorical purposes

 transfer all of these skills to writing

•Professional 
domains 
(science, law 
etc.)

•Gender, class, 
ethnicity

•Formality

•connotation

•Sense relations

•Morphology

•ETYMOLOGY

•Expansion, 
contraction

•Amelioration, 
pejoration

HISTORICAL STRUCTURAL

OCCUPATIONALSOCIAL

LEXEME

LEXICAL DIMENSIONS
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• Sense relations: 
conventions that 
govern word 
interaction in relation 
to their meaning;

• Morphology: 
conventions that 
govern word 
construction

STRUCTURAL

LEXICAL DIMENSIONS

Sense relations: word interaction

ATE

SANG

REVVED

MY 
HOMEWORK

A 
SONG

ITS 
ENGINE

THE DOG

BIRD

TRUCK

SYNTAGMATIC RELATION

P

A

R
A

DI

G

M

A
TI

C

COLLOCATION: the tendency for words to anticipate other words.

Morphology: word construction

 DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY: 

WORK: WORKPLACE, WORKER, 
WORKADAY

 INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY: 
grammatical difference

 I work, you work, he works

 I was working, I worked


